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ALONZO MOURNING CHARITIES




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contacts: Tyler Sminkey, tyler@mrprinc.com , (786) 390-8510
  Michelle Revuelta, michelle@mrprinc.com, (305) 221-1773
ALONZO MOURNING, WAYNE BOICH AND JERRY POWERS JOIN FORCES TO HELP HAITI
CELEBRITIES TAKE A MOMENT TO FOCUS ON NEEDS OF HAITI DURING MIAMI WEEK OF FESTIVITIES

MIAMI, FL (February 8, 2010) – South Florida has kick-started February 2010 with a busy schedule of football games and parties, but certain locals have not allowed the needs of Haiti to take a backseat during a time that is still critical for many.  While thousands flocked to South Florida for the Pro Bowl and Super Bowl, NBA legend Alonzo Mourning with friends Wayne Boich and Jerry Powers, invited friends and locals to a private dinner and after-hours party at Wayne Boich’s penthouse residence on Thursday, February 4th, 2010. Proceeds from the event benefited the “Athletes Relief Fund for Haiti,” an initiative founded by Mourning and NBA player Dwyane Wade to support relief efforts.  

Attended by actor and comedian Chris Rock, New York Yankee and 2009 World Series Champ Alex Rodriguez, Kris Jenner, Kim Kardashian, David Spade, Lance Bass, and numerous football players in town for the big game, the evening raised $100,000 to add to the more than $2 million dollars that “Athletes Relief Fund for Haiti” has already committed to support Project Medishare’s efforts in Haiti.  

Before dinner was served, Mourning and Dr. Barth Green, lead of Project Medishare and Professor and Chairman at the Department of Neurological Surgery at the University of Miami School of Medicine, together shared their experiences during the first critical hours after the earthquake hit Haiti.  Both told graphic stories of loss and witnessed miracles of survival, while recent images of the devastation were shown on the surrounding screens. 

Atop of the ICON building in Miami Beach, encircled by a stunning 360 view of Miami, host Wayne Boich later welcomed everyone to enjoy the evening. Sponsored in part by Bacardi and Grey Goose, guest enjoyed a delightful dinner compliments of Myles Chefetz of Prime 112.  Favorites included Miso Marinated Sea Bass, Five Cheese Truffle “MAC,” and Sweet Potato & Vanilla Bean Mash. Dessert complimented the GREY GOOSE® L’Orange Big Easy and GREY GOOSE® L’Orange Colts Coolers that were served throughout the night. 

“It’s great to see this group come together for Haiti when most of our focus is on the weekend of ball game festivities,” said Mourning.  “I thank Wayne Boich for opening his doors to us and Jerry Powers for leading the night’s efforts.” 
The “Athletes Relief Fund for Haiti” works in partnership with PROJECT MEDISHARE who is dedicated to sharing its human and technical resources with Haitian partners in the quest to achieve quality healthcare and development services for all. Mourning and Wade created the “Athletes Relief Fund for Haiti” on January 15, 2010 with the intent to form a united front within the world of professional sports and to rally collective support to fund immediate relief efforts for Haiti. Miami-based Lennar Foundation has pledged to match dollar-for-dollar all funds raised by the “Athletes Relief Fund for Haiti.”


Among the many athletes that have contributed thus far include Wade who personally committed the equivalent of one game’s salary, or $175,000, to the cause.  Mourning, LeBron James, Kevin Durant, and Chris Paul each pledged $100,000.

Funds raised will be directed to organizations on the ground, specifically Project Medishare, which is actively working to support the injured people of Haiti.  For more information on the “Athletes Relief Fund for Haiti” visit www.amcharities.org or call 305/476-0095.
# # #
ABOUT ALONZO MOURNING CHARITIES
Alonzo Mourning Charities (AM Charities) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) public fundraising foundation. Its vision is to inspire through advocacy, education and enrichment services. Since 1997, AM Charities has raised more than $7 million for various programs that aid in the development of children and their families.  In addition to supporting numerous youth initiatives, AM Charities programs include:

 

· Honey Shine Mentoring Program, founded in 2002, this program works to empower young girls to shine as women through bi-weekly workshops and summer camp that help encourage the balance of mind, body, and soul in girls and women by providing nurturing experiences that enlighten their paths and empower their future (www.HoneyShine.org).

· Overtown Youth Center, the first youth enrichment center opened by AM Charities in 2003 inspires and empowers youth and families by fostering hope through enrichment services (www.OvertownYouth.org). The next youth center is targeted for Bunche Park in Miami Gardens.
· Zo’s Fund For Life was launched to create awareness for kidney disease and organ transplantation in addition to helping fund research and testing to fight Focal Glomerulosclerosis (FSGS), a degenerative kidney ailment that Mourning was diagnosed with at the start of the 2001 NBA season (www.ZosFundForLife.com).
· Other community initiatives include an annual youth sports conference, youth basketball clinic, scholarship and grant program, and a Thanksgiving and holiday program.
ABOUT PROJECT MEDISHARE

Project Medishare is dedicated to sharing its human and technical resources with its Haitian partners in the quest to achieve quality healthcare and development services for all. Project Medishare is working closely with Haitian President René Préval to organize all medical teams on the ground and implemented a plan that set up field hospitals and triage centers around the capital city of Port au Prince.

